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JIATE OF LVE STOCK INDUSTRY

113 GONDATION

IND PROBLENS

Address of President H. A.
Jastro on the Eve of His
Retirement from Head of
American National Live
Stoek Assoeiation

(f se much importance to the lve
stock industry  was the address of
President H. A. Jastro of the Ameri-
can Natlonal Live Btock Asdociation
before the convVention at San ¥ran-
cisco on the eve of his retrement,
that it s here presented in full:

This is the se¢ond time the Ameri-
can Natlonal Live Stock Associntion
hus held its annunl  convention in
Californie, and | am  particularly
pleased that you are meeting  here
this yeur because of the great Puna-
ma-Pacific expodition, for 1 am sure

that the benefits and pleasure you |

will derive fram visiting the expe-
sitton will more than compensate you
for your trip to the coasl

The present s an eventful apoch
In the wuotld's history. Most of the
civilized npations are at wuar, | We
should be grateful that our country
is wt peace, and thankful that the
disastrous effects of this war have
not  more  seriously  disturbed our
commercind and  industrial life

The war has demonstrated how
interwoven s the international com-
mercial fabric, and how every c¢ivi-
Hzed nation Is, in o greater or less
degree,  dependent  on  the  supplies,
the murkets, and the credit of othey
countries.

When the war began, our public
press was filled with optimistic pro-
phesles us to the hensfits to bhe de-
ilved by this country from an in-
ereased demand for our products of
wll  Kinds, at highly  remunerat! e
prices, und from the
markets not  heretofore enjoyed Ly
us; that, In fact, we wonld =apply
most of the world with food-stuffs,
and at the same time be s banker
and manufacturer. These predictions
of our unchallenged commercial sup-
remacy will, 1 fear, not be realized.
Temporarily we may increase our ex-
ports, but in the end we must bay
Irvgn  Other countries approximetaly
a5 much as we sell ahroad, in ordes
to maintain & proper trade equilibri-
am. Live stock is selling on  all
the mirkets in this country on a
lower Jevel of prices thun prevailed
previous to the war, potwithstanding
the fuct that receipts at all market
points and the total slaughter have
been less than the average of cor-
rﬂin"lr"ng pertods of recent years,

On gecount of the war, our ex-
ports of canned meats have inereased |
but *he total amount and valus of
our  exports of meat products for
1914 were less than in 1913, and for
the last six months of 1914 were but
little different from those of the
same months in 1910, Possibly our
exports of meat products to the En-
ropean  continent would increase if
the difficulties and ypneertainties of
olein  transportation were removed.
Dealers hesitate to ship for fear of
seizure, delay, and possible total loss.
Largely for this reason, our exports
of meats to Europe have materially
decreused, and the trade s 4t a

It has been frequently stated that
after the war is ended the countries
engaged will be practically denuded
of meat-food animals and meat-fool
products, and that conseguently there
will be un immense foreign demand
for our mest products, That state-
ment  assumes  that the consomers
abroad will have the purchasing
power to buy our meat producs
ufter the close of the war
contrary [ believe their ability to
buy  our meat products  will  be
smaller than before the war.

Another result of the war hss
been the temporary lessening of im-
portatlon of meat from Argenting,
Uruguay, Australin and New Zealund,
no meat has bheen shipped here since
the wiar begun, owing to the action
of their governments. In any even!,
only a small amount could hnve
heen shipped here, because of high
prices prevailing there. FPuossibly of-
ter the war I8 ended the United
Biates may recelve a greater amount
of meat products from those surplus
countries, on avcount of the jack of
buying power of other consuming
nations.

According to the report of the de-
partment of commerce the total value
of the imports of meat food prod-
vets during 1514 was $36,023,510: the
imporis of meat-food animals, most-
ly feeder cattle from Mexico and
Canada for furthere finishing, woere
valued at $20.318.391; a total of 350,-
342,904, or less than 4 per cent of
the wvalve of at wholesale of our
domestic consumption of meat prod-
uets, The total value of our ex-
ports of meht-food products during
1814 amounted to  $128282004; or
about 8 per cent of the wvalue &t
wholesale of our domestic meat con-
sumption. The value of our ex-
ports of meat-food animals amoont-
ed to only $990.406, Our Iimporis
eonsisted largely of bheef, with some
mutton; while hog products repro-
sented the bulk of our exports,

The foreign demand for our meats
does not now exert so important and
permanent an influence on prices as
in former yearsn when our exports of
meat food animals and meat fuod
products amounted to 25 per ceat of
our productign,. and no  foreign
meats were imported, :

The volume of our praduction of
meat products, and our capacity to
consum# them are now far greeter
fuctors in price making than our im-
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ports or exports of meat producta
Our home market fixes the mean av-
eruge price.

| There have been so many stato-
ments  published about  decrease in
meat-food animals in  this  ¢ountry
public 8 obsessed
fvith the §dea that a  calamitous
Ishortage exists. This Is not true,
for we stil export more meot-food
products than we import, and shall
probably continue to do so for many
years, unless prices drop to an un-
profitable level. The marked shrin-
kage in value of beef cattle and hoes
during the past six months shows
that our production is at least geep-
Vg pace with, H Indeed It I8 pot
ahead  of, our home consumption,
{ As 1 view it,-the most important
I'question confronting  the  stockmen,
the public and the government iz
not =0 much how to increase the
production of live stock, a8 It is to
(eliminate  any  present  unnecessiry
texpenses in maising and wmarkesing
live stock and distributig its  prod-
ucts, so that both the producer and
consumer will he substantially Jene-
fived. Federal supervision of the
open rTange is one economy 1 have
in mind which would Jessen the cest
of ralging live stock. :

In December, 1418, Hon David F.
Honston, secretary of agriculture, ap-
pointed 5 special committee of e
to study the economics of the meat
situation, including methods for im-
provement in live stock conditions
and inereasing production in order to
prevent a shortage. This committce
outlined n  comprehensive plan  of
work, appointed several sub-commiit-
teex, aml delegated to the varioos
bureaus of the government the col-
lection of data regarding the cost of
producing  live stock on  the range,
in the forest reserves, and in feed

capturing nhlms, it matketing and shoughtering,

the distribumtion of the meat prog-
uets, and all other phases of the
business. These committers reportsd
to the honorable secretary of agri-
culture and in his very admirable re-
port for 1814, Secretary Houston dis-
cusses uat some jength the live stock
and meat problem, pointing out the
possible avenues through which prod.
uition can be enlarged to offset the
decrense in the west on account of
unsatisfactory range conditions. it
= quite  evident from Secreiary
Houston's anelysis of the question
thut he believes live stock could S
more  economically  ralsed In the
range country under some form «of
federal control of the public domain.
Hig conclusions coincide exactly wwith
Lthe stutements made by thig assoria-
tion for many years,

In previcus annual addressex |
‘have teferred in detail to the open-
range problem, and have many times
asserted that the decreased produc-
tion of live stock In the west was
directly attributable to the unsatis-
factory range conditions, and the in-
ability to establish a permanency of
breeding thereon:; and that the cosl
of the production of live stock in the
west could be lessened if some sy
tem of range contro]l were  estals-
lished. This has been @ vital gues-
tion with stockmen aplmost since Ui
inception of this association, At
first there was n wide difference of
opinlon  among the stock-ralsors of
the west, but In recent vears the
sredt majority are favoring  federal
cantrol of the open range. In 1308
this association formulated & bill pro-
viding for federal supervision of the
vpen ringe along lines substantially
similar to those wontrolling the ad-
ministration of grazing on the na-
tionl forests. That hill, with some
modifications, has been reintroduced
at succeeding sessions of congress
There huve been many hearings on
the various bills, and we have' dili-
gently endeavored Lo gecire fayvcrable
actlon, so0 fur without success. Now
thut the department of agricalture
detinitely attributes the reduction in
live stock in the west to unsatisfaic-
tory grazing conditions, 1 hope that
congress will soon awaken to a re-
alizgation of the great importance of
thi= legislation.

In March of last year the public
lands committee of the house of rep-
resentatives  held lengthy heariags
un House Bill No. 10539, introduced
In congress by Hon, Willlam Kent,
of California, and indorsed by this
assovintion at our last meeting. At
these hearings your associntion was
represented by Mr. Heard, the first
vice president, five other members of
our executive committes, and twelve
stockmen from different sectiona of
the west.

Our evidence hefore the commit-
tee was intended to prove, and it is
Ihelievea that we were successful in
lconvincing some of its members, (1)
|that some form of federal regulation
ot the wso-tulled semi-urid open
range, along the |ines of the Kent
bill, was indorsed hy the great ma-
Jority of stockmen In the grazing
states in the west; (2) that the
smill stockmen were in favor of this
legislation, and particularly those in
the irrigated sections where Lhere
were large tracts of range adjacent
to irrigated lands; (3) that it would
eniable stockmen to conduct wecir
business on & more stable basis and
at less expense; and (4) that settle-
‘ment would be promoted in ine
semi-arid west, instead of being re-
tarded, because of the fact that
stockmen, if afforded reasonable pro-
tection, would develop water gn the
semi-arld  runge, and this togsther
with the protection afforded by the
government, would result (as It has
in the forest reserves) in attracting
new seltlers and smaller stockmen i
use the range.

The benefits that would accrue lo
the entire country from the passage
of such a measure are well known
to every practical stockman, and it
is truly surprising that congress is
%0 tardy In recognizing them.

There huve been other bills intre-
duced in congress for the disposition
of the remaining public domain. One
bill, H. R 15799, “o provide: for

stock-raising h teads” passed the
house of representatives on Junnary
18, 1915, was Introduced in the sen.-
ute, referred to its committes on
public lande, and reported by that
committee without amendment: “ut

fulled of passage at the last session
of eongress,

Under this il the secrétary of the
interlor is authorized to designate as
stock-raising lands these lands which
are “of such character that G40 acres
are reasonably required for the sujp-
port of a family,” and the entryman
is required to make permanent im-
provements on the land of not less
than $1.25 per acre; it also provides
that those parties who have already
acquiréd land under other land laws
may increase their holdings up to §40
Acres,

This bill was prepared by the in-
terior department; its purpiase is to
secure the establishment of perma-
nent homes for hona fide entrymen,
and 1t s designed to apply only to
land thap possesses agriculture pos-
sibilities for raising forage crops, s
well as having a grazing value, The
advocates of the measure claim that
all the government land on which a
man can make a living on 160 or
320 acres has heen exhausted, and
that a larger allotment is now neces-
sary to encourage the homesteader
1o t@ake up a claim. Some of s cu)-
porters  assert that many of those
who filed on 320 acre homesteads, in
certain parts of the semi-arid west,
could pot exist on that amount of
land. This is lamentably true, &nd
I might further add that on the vist
majority  of  the remaining  poblic
domiin a homesteader cannot nalie
a living on 640 acres. In fact 1here
are millions of acres of governmon®
land in the west on which it aould
tike a4 most experienced stockmoen
with considerable capital to succeed
oan five or even ten sections.

The theory of the bill is most
commendable, viz, to provide a groz-
Ing homestead on which a man could
make a living. 1 wish, however, to
impress upon congress that this bill,
to a limited extent only, aids in the
solution of the question of the high-
est and most beneficial yse of the
remaining public domain,

There wre now approximately 300.-
000,000 acres of unappropriated nnre-
servedd publie Jands outside of the na-
tional forests. Only a small fraction
thereof has any agriculture possibil-
ities, amd under this bill, the ssere-
tary of the Interior “shall not desiz-
nate for entry lind of which, owing
1o lts general character or geners!
conditions, in his opinion, 640 acres
cleatly will not support a family.” Is
my judgment it is nor Iikely that
more than 20,000,000 acres ever will
come under the provisions of this bill,
if finally passed, and that s less
than 7 per cent of the remaining
public domain.

Our association should support this
bill and, so far as lies In our power,
we should awsist the secretary of the
interior in the very difficylt task of
desipgnating . those lands where 610
acres will support a family. 1t is not
our policy to oppose the legitimate
homesteader; npor do we want any
legislation that will In any wise
abridge or Interefer with his rights,
Any land in the west with agricul-
tural possibilities should always re-
main open to settlement. It i1s my
opinion thut this pill will gispose of
all the land that under the presesnt
methods can be called seml-agrical-
turnl land. The remainder will be
strictly grazing land, which we bLe-
lieve should be controlled along sim-
ilar lines ax (he administration of
grazing on national forests, Sucn is
the intent of the Kent bill,

Federal  regulation of the apen
range does not mean permanent dic-
pusition of it. A law providing fur
such regulation by lease or otherwise
can he midified or repealed if con-
Bress should finally decide 0 open
the land te entry in 2 to 14 section
tructs, Until that time comes the
must  heneficial use of it would re-
sult from temporary federal admin-
istration through lease or otherwise,

The guestion of federnl control of
the open range Is alsa of paramount
interest to the feeders of live stock
in the corn belt and to all consumers
of meat products. Cattle, sheep, and
lambs can be rapised cheaper on the
breeding grounds in the range coun-
tries than on the high-priced agri-
cultural lands In the middle west
The only awvailable source for an
adequate supply of feeder stocs is
in the range country.

The production of heef in the set-
tled farming districts might b2 in-
creased, as suggested by Secretiry
Houston n his annual report, but
that field does not promise as orac-
tical an gyenue for economical prod-
uction of young cattle and sheep as
the range breeding countries,

In my annual address last year 1
stated:

“For may yvears the American pan-
ple have been supplied with choice
meat at a very low price, and part
of the time at less than the actnal
cost of production. The advance to
8 higher level in the past few yeurs,
along with the Increase In the cost
of other foods, has provoked a vast
amount of theorizing on the causes
and remedy. The price of live atock
and meats will never again be as
low as in former vears, and the puh-
lic may as well bécome reconciled to
that fact now. There are now fewer
cattle In this country per capita than
In former years. The reason is that
the business of raising and maturing
them has not been so profitable or
stable us other branches of agricul-
ture or trade. Our capacity for the
production of cattle has not been
reached; the present output could
probably be doubled. Remunerative
and steady prices will bring thls
about, while unprofitable prices will
discourage production.”

Unremunerative  prices,  ruinous
market fluctustions, lack of stabili-
ty in prices, difficulties in financivg
live stock paper om a rearonatie
basls, and fear of the effect of the
temoval of the duty on live etock
and meat, as well as unsatisfactucy
range conditions, have all hal a
forceful influence toward discourag .
tng the raising and maturing of more
live stock. They are the causes
which brought about present condi-

tons and the first step toward fur-
nishing an adequate 'supply of live

stock wt all times is to
remedy for them.

I do not contend thil the prices
pald for live stock during the past
three years huve not on the average
vielded a fair return, particularly te
the range man and those who raise
young stock for further finishing in
the feed-lots. The feeder who bought
stockers or fepders has not fared =0

devise a

well, but taking the entire three-
vear perind into consideration, his
returns  have boen  fuirly remuner-

ative, despite the violent fluctuations
in market prices. For the past four
months, however, stockmen have
generally been marketing their ot
cattle at a loss. The decling of frem
$1.50 to $2.00 per hundred pounds oo
beef cattle In December and Jann-
ary resulted in grear Josses o most
of the feeders,

These ruinous fluctuations are not

unusual; while frequent, they decur
withot any regularity. Under pres-
ent  conditions, when a feeder fills
his feed-lots with stock for fatten-
Ing, he is speculating on the price
he will réeceive .when ready for mar-
Ket. This speculative element his
driven muny out of the husiness and
deterred others from engaging in It
Stable, and reasonably profitable
prices are a prerequisite to the sui -
cessful production of live stock. Hn-
mEn niture prompts evérvone to boy
as cheaply as possible, The slanzht-
erer Is not different from the rest of
us, He avails himself of every
chance sgency or nfluence affecting
prices, and when conditions favor,
ne forces large declines in the mar-
ket. This In turn affects production,
and the situation gradually reverses
ftself, the buyers liter paying much
bigher prices.

These ups and downs in the mar-
ket do not exist 1o so greal an ex-
tent an any other live stock produe-
ing country on the globe, It moy
be that so long a= the present cen-
trulization of the meat-packing aml
other allied industries at large mar-
kets continues, It will be difficult to
correct the evils flowing from wide
fluctuations in prices. 1 belleve thal
this association should tuke the in-
itlative in arranging for o confer-
ence between the officials of the ds-
partment of agriculture, and all in-
terests concerned in raising, maiur-
ing amnd marketing live stock, for the
purpose of securing, if possible, mor
stuble, and fainly remunerative
prives.

The difficolties of financing ilve
stock loans on g reasonable hasis is
another burden welghing heavily  on
our industry. This subject will he
discussed by Mr. Bassett, of our #i-
ecutive committee, and 1 will only
sd4y that stockmen pay too high a
rate of intérest for rhe money they
borrow at the bhanks, loan compnnies,
and elsewhere.

The fear that the removal of the
duty an live stock and meats mighn
muke the live stock business In this
country Jess profitable has also been
a deterring Influence in  extepding
production. Tt was  vigorously ps-
serted by the, supporterg of the.Un-
derwood tariff bill that the placing
of mest and live stock on the free
list would result In cheaper prices,
Thi=s proved to be n delusion, so far
as the consumer |8 concerned.

Live stoek  conditions In  ather
countries change 8s they do here,
and no one can foretell when ibi=
country will receive larger import.-
tions of meat products, which may
temporarily affect our prices hers,
An import duty would tend to min-
imize live stnc" fluctuntions eaused
from imports ahd other cruses, snd
would instill  confidence instead of
feur In the minds of the producers,

The powers In Mexico have levied
an export duty on cattle about twile
as Inrge as the import doty  this
government look off. Some entor-
prising Mexicunsg are now slaughter-
ing confisciited cattle in that couw-
try and shipping the meat free into
the United States. We cannol ship
meat into Mexico without paying an
import duty. Cuanada can ship lve
stock and mesats inte this country
free, and has been deoing so, while
we pay an import Juty on live stock
and meats shipped into Canada. Ar-

gentinik  stockmen and  slaughtersrs
absorbed the amount of the duty
which this governmeni removed.

During 1914 the United States re-
ceived more than one-half the bides
exported from Argentina, and they
came here without paying any duty,
Boots and shoes and leather goods
are not any cheaper now than peev-
ious to the removal of the duty on
hides.

The placing of live stock, ments,
hides and wool on the free list has
been of no real benefit to the con-
sumer, and has given packers and
those operating in other countries a
decided advantage; it has taken from
cur government a large sim of much
needed revenue; and has tended to
muke the raising and maturing of
live stock in this country a more un-
certain business. At the time of the
consideration of the tariff bill we
painted out these facts 1o congress,

I also believe there is an oppor-
tunity for economy in the marketing
of live stock and particularly in the
distribution of its products, There
seems to be too wide u muargin bet-
ween what the producer receives for
live stock and prices paid Ly the
consumer, This question is still re-{
ceiving the attention of the special
committes appointed to study this
phase of the situation and I trust
some recommendutions will soon be
submitted by the department of ng-
riculture. .

Foot and Mouth Disease

We are still fighting the most ser]-
lous and extensive outbreak of foot
and mouth disease that has ever
occurred in this country, There have
been five previous epidemics of this
dread  disease—in 1870, 1880, 1884,
1902 and 1908, The first three were
comparatively trifling and were soon
under control.  Those in 1902 and
1908 were more grave and required
greater efforts to control them. The
present  outbreak covers a  much
wider extent of territory than all the
others combined. It ‘was officially
recognized by the bureau of animal
irdustry on October 18, 1914, thongh
it had existed in two counties In
Michigan since last August. Infected
animals were shipped from Michigen
to the Union Stock Yards, Chicago,

which Dbecome infected, and from
there the direase was rapidly spread,

OUR VIEWS ON
Socialism, Unionism and Money Back

You may ask what Socialism has to do with a Paint
Shop. To the first three PEOPLE, owning propery in
Phoenix, giving BEST ANSWERS within the next ten
days, we will PAPER OR TINT A ROOM FOR THEM
“FREE.”

We believe it pays to buy the best of evervthing,

That is why we sell Duteh

Bov Linseed Oil in Sealed Cans and warranted to he Pure hyv the National
Lead Co.  Also whv we pay more than the Union Seale to our Mechanies,
We want results for ourselves ad our customers,
No. Dear Customers, we are not preaching Socialism—for, in onr estimattion,
it would not work. The majority of men would not care to labor vhen the
proceeds of that labor would have to 2o into a4 Warchouse and be shaved

hv all.

Money hack is the Poliey of Cavileer & Co., not heeause we like to pavt with
the money, but treat the Public right and von will receive vour reward,

A :-nmplthri- line of 1915 Wall Paper now in, and the most complete line of
The best Painters, Paper-haneas and  Decorators

Paints now in Arizona.
that money can buy.

CAVILEER &

108 E. Adams

CO., the store with a conscience

Phone 1829

through shipments out of the yords
und from infected sections, to six-
teen stales in the enst gnd to Kan-
sis, Montana and Washington in the
west, The existence of the Jdisease in
Kansas, Montona  and  Washipgton
has been traced to animals shipped
from the infected area in Wisconsin,

Since the outbreak the bureau of
animal industry has taken every sien
possible (o control the disease and
prevent its spread. It has worked
in close co-operation with the var-
fous state apthorities, individuals and
associations  in  guarantining states
and infected districts. It has pur-
sued jrs former policy of purchasing
fiseased and exposed animals upen
apprivisged  valuntion: and sliughtes-
ing and buryving them; the federal
government paving one-hall of the
value, and the various states, in
moust cases, agrecing to pay the ulher
nalf.

Early in November it develops]
thiat the burean of animal industry
wis =hort of funds to carry on s
work, and there was some fear {aet
the methods of pprehising  and
slaughtering might hove to be modi-
fied on that account. This assovie-
tion gpromptly urged upon  various
members of contiress and the dejast-
ment of sEriculture that there oe o
relaxation in the stringent methods
of the burcou; and fortunately suf-
ficient  funds  were finally  secured
ontll congress acted.  Promptly af-
ter congress met, a bhill carrying an
appropriation of $2,500,060 was intio-
duced, passed and signed by the
président, We  should recommensd
that congress provide an emerg. ney
fund for use in future outbreal= of
contagious  diseases, and  that  the
various stites should likewise ereats
o simalar fund.

All authorities agree that the only
effective way to eradicinte the oot
and mouth disease is the total de-
siruction of all infecte; and expos<d
snimals. Sclentific investigations and
the experience of other countries in-
dicate that animals which may seem-
ingly be cored are still virug ehr-
riers  und  may later tginsmit  the
milady. Tt wias a great mistake to
altempt to save the big dairy hered
on exhibition in  Illinois, and the
present lack of co-operation between
the state officinds and the stockmen
of Tlineis can be charged to  that
mistilke.  Noo omatter at what  cost,
this government could well afford to
spend the necessary funds to ermdi-
tate this epldemic,

If the disease got heyopd control
in the United Stiates, it would mean
that all the large stock yards nnd
slaughtering establishments wotld
hiive ta be  practically  abandoned,
No one would onre to assume the
risk of buying animals on any mar-
ket Shipmenis from onRe sSection
of the country to the markels in an-
other sinte would stop. New packing
estublishments would have 1o e
erected wt many points in the pre-
ducing sections, and should 1he
ringes of the west become Infected
with the foot and mouth disease, it
would be an almost hopless tusk o
stamp it out.

It has mot been definitely detor-
mined how the disease originated in
Michigan, although it is generally e
lieved that It was imported. The
present outbreak may be one of the
penalties this country is paying for
its encouragement of the importation
of foreign live stock, meat, hides and
wool,

In commenting on this disease,
Secretary Houston in his annual ye-
port stated:

“Apparently the only certain way
to prevent the intreduction of the
digsease into this country frem
abroad is absolutely to isolate thic
niation from others.”

Buch a policy is not likely to he
adopted, but pur government shonld
ar least surround the importation of
meats, live stock, hides, and wool
with the most rigld and thorough
sanitary precautions. At present our
government accepls the inspection of
other countries whenever gaid in-
spection s suposed to be as efficient
ax In the United Sitates. That does
not afford sufficlent, nor real pro-
tection, The inspection abroad should
be s thorough u® in this country,
wnd should e made by inspectors of
our bureau of animal industry at
the time and place of slaughter and
shipment. 1t would be cheaper to
make this inspection abroad than (o
pay for the eradication of diseases
which may gain entry here through
faulty and inadequate foreign inspec-
tion. Yeu should phes a strong reso-
lution on this subject, condemning
the present method of inspection.

Recently there was an  attempt
made to lense one of the Islands in
the Pacifle for the purpose of eregi-
Ing a packing house to slanghier
cattle frum the west coast of Mexi-

co and  elsewhere, On account of
the animal disenseés Infecting  thpt
country, this association filed o pa0-
test with the department of agriculs
ture at Washington against granting
permission to erect a slaughter howae
for that purpose, and 1 have every
teason to belleve that the gpplication
will be denied

The foreign meat imported docinge
1914 wns permitted to entéer the regne.
lar meat warehouses and  was sald
in the various retail shops the sams
as our domestic meits, with nothing
to indicate whether it was foreign
or the home grown prodoct.  Thie
forelgn meat is of an inferior quall-
ty, and was  consequently sold ot
wholesale at o lower price, Whether
the consumer bought it cheaper =
an open question.  The probobilities
are thnt the averasge consumer did
not know the difference, Jf the gon-
eral public I8 to derive any bencflit
whatever from the free importation
of foreign meat, it must be =old in
competition with the native product
and the only way to encourage awd
sustnin that competition Is to compel
all those who handle imported menis
o put Gp o8 plcand asotifying  the
public of that fact. Then both the
foreign and our domestic meat will
be #old on Its merits, and the con-
sumer will hiave a falr chance of get-
ting \\-hul‘he piva for. And, ta pre-
vent any_deceptigpn on the part of
the retailer, all foreign meats shoald
be  pliinly  marked, showing whers
[they came from, when inspected, and
by whom.

Increase in Railroad Rates

Our members have been fully in-
formwl. through circalar Jetters vont
ot since gur last annunl meeling,
of the various attempts of the ral-
roids to advance mtes on live stock
from practically all points In the
west to the Missouri river markets
and  Chlcago, between runges, and
from different breeding sectiong 1o
the feeding Jots, etc. These nd-
vances have averaged from 5 to as
high as 35 per cent, and besides the
railroads have sought to advance wil
rutex on meal products from slongh-
tering points to distributing cent-ra.

One of these cases, involving sl
the rates from the intermountain re-
Eion to eastern markets, was tried
before the interstate commerce com-
mission: in May and July of Inst
vear, and has been briefed, and we
are now awalting g decision. Anctl-
er case, covering all other suspended
rates, was partinlly heard’ in Chicago
during the early part of this month.
We belleve that gor evidence hes
shown that the live stock rates gen-
| erally throughout the west are now
relatively much higher than the uv-
eriage of rates on other commodities,
snd that no increase would be jos-
tifiable.

Many of wvou will remember thut
this association was largely Instro-
mentil in securing an amendment to

th interstate commerce Jaw grantisg
to the commission the power Ly fix
rates, and that by the amendment of
June 18, 1910, the rates in effect on
Januvary 1, 1410, were declarsd o e
prima  ficie reasonable in any pro.
veedings involving them, thus com-
pelling. the railronds to prove  (he
Justive of the propose] advances, 1t
i well known thut in times of in
vdustrid  depression  the volume of
railroad traffic and enrnings decrease
fastor than the railromls can redide
their expenses. This is also true of
vther industries Whether the nesls
of the railreads for additional reve-
e frel o yrgent as oo require
higiwyr pates is a gquestion for the lo-
er=Etalye eommerce  commission o de-
termiiie. It = Just thot the deier-
minntion of propossd fnereases shonl?
e based ppon faivly normal  coudi-
tions; judged in part from the results
of  radlrond  operatiens  covering  n
period of vesrs and by the prospect
for the future. Your officers be-
lieve that live stock is now paying
s fair share of the transportarlon
burden, and we will continue to op-
pose any advance in the rates until
after a thorough  investigation amd
final determination by the intecstate
commerce commission.  Live stoel s
the most important tonnage  carried
by the rmilrodd=s in muny sections of
the west: it alsn promole o heay
tonnage of other commodities, O
industry needs  encouragement, oot
additional hurdens thrugh increasaod
railroad charges.

I am pleased to report that in twa
‘asees hrought by this aasociation be-
fore the Interstate commerce o=
mission, one involving joint throush
rates on live stock from Arizonn to
California, decided December 31, 1914,
and  the other involving rates  on
sheep  In douhble-deck oars, decihled
Junuary 5, 1%15, we were snceessful,
the commission sustaining our ocon-
tentions  and  granting  the  reliel
asked for. The effect of these de-
ciglong I a substantial reduction ‘n
the rates involved. Our association
hits never Tnstituted uny  cuse belofe
the interstate ocommerce commisslon
except where  our  officers  believed
our position to be  redsonable  and
fuir, and it is gratifying that in nedr-
Iy all of our cases we have been
sustained by the commission.

Al your anntil meeting st yong
you adopted a  resolution  dirscglng
your officers to endeavor to seculs o
reidjustment of the rates on e
slock from the intermountunin region
westbound to the Pacific const.  Af-
ter considerable correspondence  apl
conference  with Interested rablrosds
woe spcured substantial concessions 'n
all Hve stock rates from  Montunpa
west bound to  north  Pacific ol
terminals, By their action the vaii-
ronds conceded that the rites avou
which we complidned were not pred-

(Continued on Page Six)

carton.

feet condition.

tains, pound for pound,
—and costs less.

And it’s good advice! Select the food that cou-
tains the greatest nutrition for the least mouey,
whether in ornately colored package or in a plain

The Grape-Nuts package isn’t pretty—no money
is waste npon ornament—but it’s air-tight and
germ-proof, to protect the food and keep it in per-

Grape-Nuts |

made of selected wheat and malted barley, is de-
licious, eoncentrated, easily digested, and con-

“Buy the Goods—
Not the Package’’

Advises Hon. Geo. W. Perkins, Chairman of New
York's Food Committee.

FOOD

more nutrition than bheel

“There’s a Reason” for Grape-Nuts

—=sold by Grocers everywhere,




